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Welcome to September inWaterwood!

As September arrives, we say
goodbye to the long days of summer
in Texas and welcome the excitement
of fall. Football season is back,
neighbors are gathering for events,
and our community calendar is filling
up. Here in Waterwood, September
also means opportunities for
involvement—from our upcoming
WIA Board of Directors election to
the always-anticipated golf
tournament. It’s a great time to
connect, participate, and celebrate
everything that makes Waterwood a
special place to call home.
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09/03 San Jacinto County Commissioners’ Court 9am
09/06 Family Game Night 6pm
09/15 Waterwood Improvement Association Board Meeting 9am
09/17 San Jacinto County Commissioners’ Court 9am
09/19 Waterwood MUD OPEN Meeting 3pm
09/27 Waterwood National Open Golf Tournament-Perfect Golf Event!

Save the Dates!
10/04 Waterwood Women’s League BINGO Night @ the Waterwood Pavilion
10/11 Annual Meeting of the Membership @ the Waterwood Pavilion
10/11 Waterwood Fire & Rescue Spaghetti Dinner (sponsored by Mandola’s
Restaurant) 4pm-6pm
11/07 Trivia Night 6pm
12/06 Christmas Jingle Mingle
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InformativeNumbers, Links, andDates

Mark Your Monthly Calendars!

WIA Board Meetings
3rd Monday at 9am
WIA Building

Waterwood Municipal
Utility District #1 Board Meetings

3rd Friday at 3pm
WIA Building
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Sponsored by Frank & Debbie Mandola’s Restaurant

Mandola’s Deli

The WIA office will be selling tickets (check or cash) or you can mail a check to:

Waterwood Fire & Rescue, Inc

192 Waterwood

Huntsville, TX 77320
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Celebrating September!

September 18
National Cheeseburger Day

September 25
National Daughters Day

September 19
International Talk Like a Pirate Day

September 4
Eat an Extra Dessert Day

September 7
Grandparents Day

September 23
International Sign Languages Day

September 29
National Coffee Day
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September 11, 2001, is now nearly a quarter century

behind us, yet it often feels like only yesterday. On that tragic

day,millionswatched as our country, our freedoms, and our

people were attacked by some of themost evil forces on

the planet. As a nation, it is important that wemove forward,

but it is equally crucial that we never forget—and that we

ensure thememory does not fade for future generations.

OnPatriot Day, September 11, take a fewmoments to

reflect on that horrifying day in 2001 and remember all

thosewhose lives, past, present, and future were forever

changed.
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ElectionTime

ElectionTimeContinued...
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MeettheCandidates
The followingpages featurebiographiesof twelveWaterwoodpropertyownerswhoareseeking
election to theWaterwood ImprovementAssociationBoardofDirectors. Toensure fairness,
ballotpositions—andtheorderofpresentation in thisnewsletter—weredeterminedbya

randomdrawingof thecandidates.Eachcandidate’sbiographyappearson itsownpage, in the
samefontsize,withnoadditionalmaterial inbetween,ensuring there isnodivision,disruption,

orappearanceofpreferential treatment.



September 2025

MeettheCandidates



September 2025

MeettheCandidates



MeettheCandidates

September 2025



MeettheCandidates

September 2025



JAMESATKINSON

I was born and raised in Texas. I have livedmy entire life in Aldine just north of

Houston toHuntsville. I graduated fromAldine Sr. Highwhere I excelled in FFA,

earning theStarGreenhand award and the LoneStar Farmer degree.

After graduating I went to work for the TexasDepartment of Corrections.Much of

my career was spent on theSpecial OperationReaction Team. The training for the

S.O.R.T. was derived from theHoustonPoliceDepartment S.W.A.T. school. I later

worked forMetal BuildingComponents, Inc. for 18 years.Where I started in the

production shop andworkedmyway up toCorporate TrafficManager. I was

responsible for 115 drivers located at 17 plants across the country. Being responsible

for thatmany peoplemademebecome compassionate about safety. I created a

program called Safety 24/7 that changed themindset throughout the entire

company. I spent another 10 years owningmy own trucking company.

As a father raising kids, I have coached football, basketball, soccer, and bull riding for

the TexasHighSchool RodeoAssociation. I worked closely with our den leader with

the cub scouts. Thenwent to theBoyScoutswhere I spent several years as an

assistant scoutmaster. I later became the troopChaplain until my sonmadeEagle

Scout and thenwent to Baylor College of Medicine andSamHoustonState

University to earn hisMastersDegree in SportsMedicine.

We have been living inWaterwood in theWhispering Pines II section for going on 4

years.Our kids and grandkids are planning onmoving toWaterwood also. That is

part of what is drivingme to join the board. I have a long-term family commitment to

helpingmakeWaterwood an even better place to live. All of my decisions as a board

memberwill be based onwhat’s best for all themembers of our community, and the

generations to come. Thank you for your support! AndGodBless!

MeettheCandidates
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GEORGERUSSELL

I wasCEO for an international corporation for at least 40Years. Company

Commander, Strategic CommunicationsCryptoOfficer, Secret DocumentsCustodian,

Expert witness in several lawsuits against our environment, andRestored five historic

properties in Tuscany aswell asmany inHuntsville.

Cuttingwasteful spending by our HOA, akaWIA, would save over $500 per

property.Senseless andmalicious destruction of millions of bloomingwildflowers that

destroys habitats for birds, bees, butterflies and other beneficial species is a serious

violation of protective agreements.

We buried our brutallymurdered daughter onEaster Sunday 2021. The very next

dayWIA spent a fortune destroyingmillions of bloomingwildflowers and has refused

to stopmowing until any survivingwildflowers can bloomand go seed.

We sold our two sections of 4 land parkway toWIA under the promise that they

would notmow thewildflowers until November.We sold under fraudulent inducement.

(Thismorning therewere three huge lawnmowersmowing dust and dirt at great

expense to residents for zero reason.)

Crime is a serious problem.WaterwoodSecurity has been threatenedwith

termination for at least 20 years if they report any crimes against our church, our

wildlife sanctuaries or botanical reserves.

WaterwoodParkway and our streets are a disgrace, because the county

Commissioner Nettunowould rather spend a huge fortune butchering native species

on 3.6miles in one of our botanical preserves. He needs to be replaced.

WIA has a sordid history of both elder financial abuse and elder emotional abuse by

spending ourWIA funds to harass and intimidate elderly residents in violation of

statues.

Our $5.7million dollar sacred tree tunnel, not in theHOAboundarieswas destroyed

withWIAmoney, causing us great emotional distress and causing $1.6million in

damages.

WIA hates veterans and our church veterans cemetery.WIA spent hundreds of

thousands suing our churchwith 751 page lawsuit – obvious hate crime !!!

I have heardmany complaints from residents about rudeness andmistreatment by

staff.Staff needs to learn to treat residents with respect and kindness.

MeettheCandidates
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MELANIECOOK

I have proudly calledWaterwood home since 1998. As aReal Estate Broker and

owner/operator of Palmer Real Estate &Management, I provide home sales, rental

management, and oversee theWaterwoodPostOffice Boxes—right in the heart of

our community. I havemet, or know,most of the people inWaterwood so this

community, these people, aremy passion.

Before entering real estate full-time,my professional backgroundwas in Interpreting

for theDeaf, which I earned a degree in from theUniversity of Arkansas at Little

Rock. For the final 10 years of that 20-year career, I worked as a substance abuse

counselor for Deaf inmates in the TexasDepartment of Criminal Justice. I stepped

intoReal Estate full-time in 2013 and haven’t looked back.

My experience brings hands-on, practical knowledge in awide range of areas vital to

Waterwood: Appraisal Districts, Homeowner Associations, deed restrictions, by-

laws, property sales andmanagement, and the day-to-day realities of small

business ownership. I’mwell-versed in reading, interpreting, and applying complex

contract language—skills that are essential in representing and advocating for the

interests of a diverse community.

I have served on theWaterwood Improvement Association Board of Directors for

approximately five years. If re-elected, I will continue to be a voice for allWaterwood

residents—not just a chosen few.

MeettheCandidates
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In our continuing effort to honor and support our beloved American Veterans,

the Waterwood Women's League will be accepting your kind donations of

blankets, socks and sweats for our "Sweats for Vets", "Warmth for Warriors"

and "Socks for Soldiers" program. We are taking donations NOW through the

beginning of November. Waterwood Women's League member Shirley Morrell

chairs this wonderful program and she will deliver our donations on Veteran's

Day. A donation box is located in the Palmer Real Estate office. Our treasured

veterans will surely feel the warmth you give them, inside and out! Thank you

for caring and sharing.

September 2025

Veterans’DonationProject



What's the difference between men and women?

No man has ever won a game of

"Notice anything different about me?"

WATERWOODWOMEN'S LEAGUE NEWS

It's almost time for the new season of the Waterwood Women's League. We'd love to have you join us! Our Waterwood

Women's League was formed in 1976 as a charitable non-profit to raise funds to improve the lives of students in the area

by awarding annual college scholarships to deserving local high school students. Earnings from our annual BINGO and garage

sale events, pecan sales and kind donors help accomplish this mission. Since 1984 alone we have awarded more than $160,000

in scholarships to local high school students to better their lives!

But our other equally important mission is to build a strong sense of community, friendship, and connection in Waterwood

and our surrounding communities as well as honoring and supporting our treasured American veterans. Our membership is

not restricted to just women who live in Waterwood. Our current membership includes several wonderful, loving and dedicated

women from outside Waterwood.

As the new incoming president of the Waterwood Women's League I plan to lead with kindness and the belief that we can

only truly thrive in life through positive human connections. We can do great things together! I moved to Waterwood with

my family in 2020 and, at the encouragement of my husband Jeff, I joined the Women's League two years ago to make

friends and build our sense of community here. We've lived in Houston for 44 years but didn't find the same sense of

community and lasting connections to others until we moved to Waterwood which reminds us of our small-town upbringings.

We've enjoyed meeting all the people who live here! We are all a beautiful tapestry of different ages and life experiences

that we can weave into our lives and enrich ourselves when we make the effort to get to know one another.

Our meetings are typically held at 10am every second Wednesday in September through May but we do have some evening

meetings and events here and away to accommodate everyone. We've set a great schedule this year that includes:

BETWEEN NOW-NOVEMBER - SWEATS FOR VETS, WARMTH FORWARRIORS and SOCKS FOR SOLDIERS –Waterwood residents' kind
donations will be delivered on Veterans Day (Donation box located in Palmer Real Estate office)
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WaterwoodWomen’s League



SEPT - "TOUR THEWORLD" presentation by several members

OCT - BINGO event (evening)

OCT - FUN AND GAMES mtg

OCT - CPR instruction (evening)

NOV - MAKE A CHRISTMAS CRAFT (evening mtg)

NOV-DEC - PECAN SALES DRIVE

DEC - CHRISTMAS COOKIE EXCHANGE & TOY DRIVE

JAN - MAKE-A-BOWL pottery creation at The Wynne House

FEB - NIGHT OF MUSIC at SHSU & DINNER at SAM'S TABLE (evening + guest)

MAR - PLANT A KOKODAMA (Japanese art of plant creation)

APR - VISIT TO GADELAWINERY

MAY - GARAGE SALE

MAY - "THE CHILD IN YOU" CHILDREN'S BOOK AUTHOR LECTURE

Each meeting includes delicious food too! Annual dues are only $25 per member. Most of our events cost little or nothing but

your time and friendship. You can still join our membership only if you can make one meeting per year!

Please join us for our first meeting on WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 10 at 10am in the WIA conference room for a "Meet

and Greet" and a fun and educational "Tour of the World" followed by a tasty Taco Bar provided by the WWL board

members! Please email me if you'd like to attend as a potential new member. Membership fees ($25 payable to Waterwood

Women's League) will be due for all current and new members that day. .Membership dues help create our member

directories and the remainder goes toward scholarships.

I'm looking forward to a wonderful year together!

Mary Anne Oller

Waterwood Women's League President 2025-2027

NewWWL email: WaterwoodWomen@gmail.com
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WaterwoodNationalGolf&RecreationAssociation
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MaintenanceReport
1.Thenewconferenceroombuildingpadwasmowedtoallowcontractorstoview
thelocationandsizeforthebiddingprocess.

2.Onecontractorhasvisitedthesitetomeetandreviewbuildingrequirements.

3.Phase1ofthetrailerparkingareaasphaltandsignageplacementwascompleted.

4.Thereisatotalof24trailerspaces,allspacesfull,adding5morespaces.
Reviewingareatoaddmoreparkingspaces.

5.Twosolarpoweredgateopenerswerereceived; installationwillbescheduledin
thefall.

6.Special thankstoCommissionerNettunofromSan JacintoCountyprovided
countyemployeesandmaterial toapplycracksealonroadsonEBrambleand
Golden.

7.ThankstoLisaforaddressingtheWaterbillandcontactingaplumberforthe980
atWaterwoodParkwayshrub/flowerwatersprinklersystem.

8.Themonthlybill forthewatersprinklersystemat190andWaterwoodwas
extremelyhighfor July;wereducedthesprinklertime,andwefoundthesprinklers
werenotsprayingontheplantsbutweresprayinginthestreet, thesetoowere
adjustedtopreventwastingwater.

9.ProvidedWIAwithananti-algicideliquidtohelpremovealgaebuildupand
eliminateodorintheBassBoatVillageunitownedbyWIA,thesheetrockwas
removedbyRaymondandallcontaminatedsurfacessprayed.

GregGusman,MaintenanceChair



September 2025

Notes fromRodKirschner, BoardPresident

Clickhereformoreinformationontherecent
changesinHOAlawsinTexas

ClickhereforaccesstotheTexasPropertyCode
concerningPropertyOwners’Associationsand

protectivecovenants
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WaterwoodMunicipal UtilityDistrict #1
Witha50-year-old infrastructuremanyproblemscontinue to
occur. The latest requires extensive renovation. Unfortunately, these
arenotplannedandasa resultwe findourselves inneed to
increaseourwaterandsewage rates just to cover thecost. The
Boarddecided to increase thewaterandsewage ratebyabout
3%but itwill not takeeffect until thenext billing, not thecurrent one.
I hopeeveryone realizes thatwhen these increasesoccur,wepay
the same rate.
At theAugust 15thmeetingweapproved the2026budget, and it
has increasedby 1.07%. Theone item that is included in this budget
is thepriceof replacing the twowaterwell pumpswhichhave
exceeded their life expectancyandare runningatonly 46%. Three
yearsago, theengineerwanted to replace thembutwewerenot
inaposition to replace them,which iswhy this timeweput those
items in thebudget.Wehaveproposed the tax rate for 2025and
therewill beanopenmeetingonSeptember 19th for public
comment. Thenotice is published in theSanJacintoNewsTimes
andwill beonourwebsite for review.
On thepositivenews, FEMAhasconfirmedourapplication for
funds that occurred from last year's damage toour roadat the
Wastewater Treatmentplantdue toHurricaneBeryl in 2024.Our
Bond isbeing reviewedbyTCEQ to renovate the lift stations,which
doesnot requirea tax increase. Theprocesshas takenalmosta
year toget to TCEQandwearehopeful thiswill not take toomuch
longer.

ThankYou,
DonaldMarshall,WaterwoodMUDBoardPresident
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